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Technical Proposal: Digital Constitution Museum

In celebration of 75 years of the Constitution

The Idea Behind the Museum

The idea behind the creation of this virtual museum is rooted in the need to reflect on the Indian Constitution, to look at it
from a different angle, not just as a founding document, but as a living framework that has shaped, and been shaped by, the
country’s political and social life and to make it more accessible to a larger population. This virtual museum has been created
at a significant moment in India’s history, marking seventy-five years since the adoption of the Constitution, fifty years since
the declaration of the Emergency (1975-77), and the upcoming fifty years of the 42nd Amendment, often called the
‘mini-Constitution’. While the Constitution remains a powerful symbol of democratic ideals, these events remind us of the
times when its values were tested, stretched, and sometimes undermined. The Emergency revealed its limitations and
endurances, while the 42nd Amendment brought major changes to its language and structure. Together, they raise important

questions about how the Constitution has been interpreted, challenged, and lived over time.

In this context, this digital museum is being created. It is not only a way to preserve history, but also a space to think critically
about it. By using digital tools, the museum makes the Constitution and its history more accessible to a wider public,
especially students, educators, and those outside formal institutions. It encourages visitors to explore how constitutional
values continue to shape, and be shaped by, people’s everyday lives. Above all, the museum offers a space to remember,
question, and engage with India’s democratic journey, not as something fixed in the past, but as a living, evolving project that

belongs to all of us.
Brief History of Major Events

The adoption of the Indian Constitution on 26 January 1950 marked the formal birth of the Republic of India and the
culmination of nearly three years of deliberation by the Constituent Assembly. Drawing from global legal traditions and
deeply rooted in the socio-political realities of a newly independent nation, the Constitution articulated a vision for a
sovereign, secular, democratic republic committed to justice, liberty, equality, and fraternity. Its framing was shaped by India’s
colonial past, the trauma of Partition, and the hope of building a more inclusive and egalitarian society. The document was
not merely a legal charter, but a transformative blueprint for social change, offering a sense of unity and purpose to a diverse

and divided nation.

Yet, just twenty-five years later, that constitutional promise would be tested in one of the darkest chapters of Indian
democracy: the Emergency (1975-77). Declared by then Prime Minister Indira Gandhi under Article 352, the Emergency
suspended elections, curtailed civil liberties, censored the press, and allowed for widespread arrests without trial. For 21
months, the balance of power shifted dramatically towards the executive, and democratic dissent was effectively silenced.
While the period revealed how constitutional mechanisms could be used to undermine democratic processes, it also generated
public resistance and critical reflection. In the years that followed, the Emergency came to symbolise both the vulnerabilities

and the resilience of India’s constitutional democracy.



It was within this authoritarian climate that the 42nd Amendment Act of 1976, often referred to as the ‘mini-Constitution’,
was passed, introducing over 50 changes to the original text. These included the insertion of the words "Socialist” and
"Secular” into the Preamble, the curbing of judicial review, the strengthening of central authority, and the prioritisation of
Directive Principles over Fundamental Rights. While some of these changes were later rolled back by the 44th Amendment in
1978, the episode remains a critical example of how constitutional texts can be moulded by political power. Together, these
three moments—the adoption, the Emergency, and the 42nd Amendment—underscore the Constitution’s dynamic

character: as a site of aspiration, struggle, and continuous negotiation between ideals and institutions.
Some sections and focuses of the Digital Museum

® The General Idea: The museum provides an accessible, thoughtfully curated digital space that examines the
Constitution as a living document, shaped by history, politics, and public life.

e Historical Timeline: A visual timeline tracing key historical developments, such as the Constituent Assembly, the
Emergency, and major amendments, through photographs, illustrations, and curated imagery.

e The Constitution Debates: A dedicated section on constitutional debates presents key moments from the
Constituent Assembly, highlighting differing ideologies and foundational questions through annotated texts.

e Illustrations and Artworks: A section on the art of the Constitution celebrates the artists and explores the visual
and cultural symbolism embedded in the original manuscript through high-resolution imagery and interpretive
essays.

® Archival Materials: Archival materials, including original drafts, speeches, government notifications, and personal
writings, provide insight into the making and transformation of the Constitution.

e Audio and Video Section: Audio and video resources, including interviews, public broadcasts, oral histories, and
documentary footage (everything available to be brought together), bring the story of the Constitution to life in

engaging and accessible formats.

Some Sources of Information and Possible Collaborators

The digital museum draws upon a range of rich archival and journalistic sources to ensure historical accuracy and depth. Key
repositories include the British Library, which houses important constitutional reference materials, colonial-era records, and a
wealth of visual resources such as photographs, newspaper prints, and political cartoons that help illustrate key moments in
constitutional history. The National Archives of India provides access to official documents, cabinet papers, and government
correspondence related to the framing and development of the Constitution, while the Nehru Memorial Museum and
Library contributes valuable personal papers, parliamentary debates, and rare manuscripts from some of India’s most
influential political thinkers and leaders. The Digital Library of the Parliament of India serves as a vital resource for accessing
transcripts of parliamentary debates, amendment discussions, and committee reports that trace the Constitution’s evolution
in legislative practice. In addition, collaborations with leading journalistic institutions such as The Statesman, The Indian
Express, and The Hindu will support the inclusion of critical reportage, opinion pieces, and editorial commentary that
shaped and reflected public discourse during pivotal constitutional events, including the Emergency and the 42nd
Amendment. These partnerships will contribute to a layered, multiperspectival narrative that foregrounds both official

records and the public imagination in India’s evolving constitutional journey.
Conclusion

What makes this digital museum truly unique is that no such comprehensive virtual space dedicated to the Indian
Constitution currently exists. It offers more than a historical archive—it presents the Constitution as a living document
through a blend of archival materials, visual media, interactive tools, and critical commentary. By combining legal history with
public memory and encouraging active engagement, the museum creates an inclusive, accessible, and reflective platform—one
of the first of its kind in India.



